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St Mary’s Church, Thorpe 
 
Morning Prayer - Easter Season  
Monday, 18 May 2020 
 

Preparation 
 O Lord, open our lips 
All and our mouth shall 
 proclaim your praise. 
 In your resurrection, O Christ, 
All let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 
 
 Blessed are you, Lord God of our 
 salvation, to you be praise and glory   
 for ever. As once you ransomed your 
 people from Egypt and led them to 
 freedom in the promised land, 
 so now you have delivered us from the 
 dominion of darkness and brought us 
 into the kingdom of your risen Son.  
 May we, the first fruits of your new 
 creation, rejoice in this new day you have
 made, and praise you for your mighty acts. 
 Blessed be God, Father, Son  
 and Holy Spirit. 
All Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Hymn 
 Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
 pilgrim though this barren land; 
 I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
 hold me with thy powerful hand; 
 Bread of heaven, 
 feed me now and evermore. 
 

 Open now the crystal fountain, 
 whence the healing stream doth flow; 
 let the fiery cloudy pillar 
 lead me all my journey through; 
 strong Deliverer, 
 be thou still my Strength and Shield. 
 

 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
 bid my anxious fears subside; 
 bear me through the swelling current, 
 land me safe on Canaan's side; 
 songs of praises, 
 I will ever give to thee.  
 

Words: William Williams, 1745; 
trans. Peter Williams, 1771, alt 

Opening Prayer  
 The night has passed, and the day 
 lies open before us; 
 let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 

 As we rejoice in the gift of this new 
 day, so may the light of your presence,  
 O God, set our hearts on fire with love  
 for you; now and for ever. 
All Amen. 
 
The Word of God   Psalm 65  
 
All Be joyful in God, all the earth. 
 
1 Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; ♦ 
to you that answer prayer shall vows be paid. 
 
2 To you shall all flesh come to confess their 
sins; ♦ 
when our misdeeds prevail against us,   
you will purge them away. 
 
3 Happy are they whom you choose   
and draw to your courts to dwell there. ♦ 
We shall be satisfied with the blessings of your 
house, even of your holy temple.  
 
4 With wonders you will answer us in your 
righteousness, O God of our salvation, ♦ 
O hope of all the ends of the earth   
and of the farthest seas. 
 
5 In your strength you set fast the mountains ♦ 
and are girded about with might. 
 
6 You still the raging of the seas, ♦ 
the roaring of their waves and the clamour of the 
peoples. 
 
7 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth 
tremble at your marvels; ♦ 
the gates of the morning and evening sing your 
praise.  
 
8 You visit the earth and water it; ♦ 
you make it very plenteous. 
 
9 The river of God is full of water; ♦ 
you prepare grain for your people,   
for so you provide for the earth. 
 
10 You drench the furrows and smooth out the 
ridges; ♦ 
you soften the ground with showers and bless its 
increase. 
 
11 You crown the year with your goodness, ♦ 
and your paths overflow with plenty. 
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12 May the pastures of the wilderness flow with 
goodness ♦ 
and the hills be girded with joy. 
 
13 May the meadows be clothed with flocks of 
sheep ♦ 
and the valleys stand so thick with corn   
that they shall laugh and sing.  
 
All Glory to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning is now 
 and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
All Be joyful in God, all the earth. 
  
 May the richness of your creation, Lord, 
 and the mystery of your providence 
 lead us to that heavenly city 
 where all peoples will bring their wealth, 
 forsake their sins and find their true joy, 
 Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Numbers 16.1-35 
 
Now Korah son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi, 
along with Dathan and Abiram sons of Eliab, and 
On son of Peleth—descendants of Reuben—took 
two hundred and fifty Israelite men, leaders of the 
congregation, chosen from the assembly, well-
known men, and they confronted Moses. They 
assembled against Moses and against Aaron, and 
said to them, ‘You have gone too far! All the 
congregation are holy, every one of them, and the 
Lord is among them. So why then do you exalt 
yourselves above the assembly of the Lord?’  
 
When Moses heard it, he fell on his face. Then he 
said to Korah and all his company, ‘In the morning 
the Lord will make known who is his, and who is 
holy, and who will be allowed to approach him; the 
one whom he will choose he will allow to approach 
him. 
Do this: take censers, Korah and all your 
company, and tomorrow put fire in them, and lay 
incense on them before the Lord; and the man 
whom the Lord chooses shall be the holy one. You 
Levites have gone too far!’ 
 
Then Moses said to Korah, ‘Hear now, you 
Levites! Is it too little for you that the God of Israel 
has separated you from the congregation of Israel, 
to allow you to approach him in order to perform 
the duties of the Lord’s tabernacle, and to stand 
before the congregation and serve them? He has 

allowed you to approach him, and all your brother 
Levites with you; yet you seek the priesthood as 
well! Therefore you and all your company have 
gathered together against the Lord. What is Aaron 
that you rail against him?’ Moses sent for Dathan 
and Abiram sons of Eliab; but they said, ‘We will 
not come! 
 
Is it too little that you have brought us up out of a 
land flowing with milk and honey to kill us in the 
wilderness, that you must also lord it over us? 
It is clear you have not brought us into a land 
flowing with milk and honey, or given us an 
inheritance of fields and vineyards. Would you put 
out the eyes of these men? We will not come!’ 
Moses was very angry and said to the Lord, ‘Pay 
no attention to their offering. I have not taken one 
donkey from them, and I have not harmed any one 
of them.’ 
 
And Moses said to Korah, ‘As for you and all your 
company, be present tomorrow before the Lord, 
you and they and Aaron; and let each one of you 
take his censer, and put incense on it, and each 
one of you present his censer before the Lord, two 
hundred and fifty censers; you also, and Aaron, 
each his censer.’ 
 
So each man took his censer, and they put fire in 
the censers and laid incense on them, and they 
stood at the entrance of the tent of meeting with 
Moses and Aaron. Then Korah assembled the 
whole congregation against them at the entrance 
of the tent of meeting. And the glory of the Lord 
appeared to the whole congregation. 
 
Then the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, 
saying: Separate yourselves from this 
congregation, so that I may consume them in a 
moment. They fell on their faces, and said, 
‘O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one 
person sin and you become angry with the whole 
congregation?’ And the Lord spoke to Moses, 
saying: Say to the congregation: Get away from 
the dwellings of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.  
So Moses got up and went to Dathan and Abiram; 
the elders of Israel followed him. 
 
He said to the congregation, ‘Turn away from the 
tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of 
theirs, or you will be swept away for all their sins.’ 
So they got away from the dwellings of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram; and Dathan and Abiram 
came out and stood at the entrance of their tents, 
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together with their wives, their children, and their 
little ones. 
 
And Moses said, ‘This is how you shall know that 
the Lord has sent me to do all these works; it has 
not been of my own accord: If these people die a 
natural death, or if a natural fate comes on them, 
then the Lord has not sent me. But if the Lord 
creates something new, and the ground opens its 
mouth and swallows them up, with all that belongs 
to them, and they go down alive into Sheol, then 
you shall know that these men have despised the 
Lord.’ 
 
As soon as he finished speaking all these words, 
the ground under them was split apart. 
The earth opened its mouth and swallowed them 
up, along with their households—everyone who 
belonged to Korah and all their goods. 
So they with all that belonged to them went down 
alive into Sheol; the earth closed over them, and 
they perished from the midst of the assembly. 
All Israel around them fled at their outcry, for they 
said, ‘The earth will swallow us too!’ 
And fire came out from the Lord and consumed 
the two hundred and fifty men offering the 
incense. 
 
Canticle  Exodus 15.1b-3, 6, 10, 13, 17 

All In your unfailing love, O Lord, you lead 
 the people whom you have redeemed. 
 Alleluia. 
 
1 I will sing to the Lord,  
 who has triumphed gloriously, ♦ 
 the horse and his rider  
 he has thrown into the sea. 
 
2 The Lord is my strength and my song ♦ 
 and has become my salvation. 
 
3 This is my God whom I will praise, ♦ 
 the God of my forebears whom I will exalt. 
 
4 The Lord is a warrior, ♦ 
 the Lord is his name. 
 
5 Your right hand, O Lord,  
 is glorious in  power: ♦ 
 your right hand, O Lord,  
 shatters the enemy. 
 
6 At the blast of your nostrils,  
 the sea covered them; ♦ 
 they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

 
7 In your unfailing love, O Lord, ♦ 
 you lead the people  
 whom you have redeemed. 
 
8 And by your invincible strength ♦ 
 you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 
 
9 You will bring them in and plant them,  
 O Lord, ♦ 
 in the sanctuary which your hands have 
 established. 
All Glory to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning is now 
 and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 In your unfailing love, O Lord, you lead 
 the people whom you have redeemed. 
 Alleluia. 
 
Luke 6.27-38 
 
‘But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do 
good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 
If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other 
also; and from anyone who takes away your coat 
do not withhold even your shirt. 
Give to everyone who begs from you; and if 
anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for 
them again. 
 
Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that 
to you? For even sinners love those who love 
them. If you do good to those who do good to you, 
what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the 
same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to 
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 
 
But love your enemies, do good, and lend, 
expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be 
great, and you will be children of the Most High; 
for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 
Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not 
condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 
give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will 
be put into your lap; for the measure you give will 
be the measure you get back.’ 
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Responsory  from 1 Corinthians 15 
 
 Death is swallowed up in victory. 
All Where, O death, is your sting? 
 
 Christ is risen from the dead, the first fruits 
 of those who have fallen asleep. 
All Death is swallowed up in victory. 
 
 The trumpet will sound and the dead shall 
 be raised. 
All Where, O death, is your sting? 
 
 We shall not all sleep, 
 but we shall be changed. 
All Death is swallowed up in victory. 
 Where, O death, is your sting? 
 
 
Gospel Canticle   Luke 1.68-79 
The Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah)  
 
All The Lord is risen from the tomb who for 
 our sakes hung upon the tree.  Alleluia. 
 
1 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ♦ 
 who has come to his people  
 and set them free. 
 
2 He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ♦ 
 born of the house of his servant David. 
 
3 Through his holy prophets 
 God promised of old ♦ 
 to save us from our enemies, 
 from the hands of all that hate us, 
 
4 To show mercy to our ancestors, ♦ 
 and to remember his holy covenant. 
 
5 This was the oath God 
 swore to our father Abraham: ♦ 
 to set us free  
 from the hands of our enemies, 
 
6 Free to worship him without fear, ♦ 
 holy and righteous in his sight 
 all the days of our life. 
 
7 And you, child, shall 
 be called the prophet of the Most High, ♦ 
 for you will go before the Lord  
 to prepare his way, 
 

8 To give his people knowledge of salvation ♦
 by the forgiveness of all their sins. 
 
9 In the tender compassion of our God ♦ 
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
 
10 To shine on those who dwell in darkness 
 and the shadow of death, ♦ 
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
All Glory to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning is now 
 and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
Prayers Intercessions are offered 
 
 Lord, hear us. 
All Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Silence is be kept. 
 
The Collect  
 
 God our redeemer, you have delivered us 
 from the power of darkness and brought us 
 into the kingdom of your Son: grant, that as 
 by his death he has recalled us to life, so by 
 his continual presence in us he may raise 
 us to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ your 
 Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
 you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever. 
All Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
 let us pray with confidence  
 as our Saviour has taught us 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Conclusion 
 May the risen Christ grant us the joys of 
 eternal life. 
All Amen. 
 
 Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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