
ST MATTHIAS  14 May  YEARS A B C 
 

COLLECT 
Almighty God, who in the place of the traitor Judas 
chose your faithful servant Matthias to be of the 
number of the Twelve: preserve your Church from 
false apostles and, by the ministry of faithful pastors 
and teachers, keep us steadfast in your truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.. Amen.  
 

FIRST READING   Acts 15.15–26 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
In those days Peter stood up among the believers; 
(together the crowd numbered about one hundred 
and twenty people) and said, ‘Friends, the scripture 
had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through 
David foretold concerning Judas, who became a 
guide for those who arrested Jesus – for he was 
numbered among us and was allotted his share in 
this ministry.’ (Now this man acquired a field with 
the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong, 
he burst open in the middle and all his bowels 
gushed out. This became known to all the residents 
of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their 
language Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) ‘For it 
is written in the book of Psalms, “Let his homestead 
become desolate, and let there be no one to live in 
it”; and “Let another take his position of overseer.” 
So one of the men who have accompanied us 
throughout the time that the Lord Jesus went in and 
out among us, beginning from the baptism of John 
until the day when he was taken up from us – 
one of these must become a witness with us to his 
resurrection.’ So they proposed two, Joseph called 
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 
Matthias. Then they prayed and said, ‘Lord, you 
know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these 
two you have chosen to take the place in this 
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 
aside to go to his own place.’ And they cast lots for 
them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was 
added to the eleven apostles. This is the Word of 
the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM    Psalm 15 
R  Behold, whoever does these things 
 shall never be overthrown. 
 

Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
who may abide upon your holy hill? 
Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is 
right, who speaks the truth from his heart. R 
 

There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil 
to his friend; he does not heap contempt upon his 
neighbour. In his sight the wicked are rejected, 
but he honours those who fear the Lord. R 
 

He has sworn to do no wrong and does not take 
back his word. He does not give his money in hope 

of gain, nor does he take a bribe against the 
innocent. Whoever does these things 
shall never be overthrown. R 
 

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 4.1–7 
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the 
Corinthians.  My brothers and sisters: Think of us in 
this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of 
God’s mysteries. Moreover, it is required of 
stewards that they be found trustworthy. But with 
me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by 
you or by any human court. I do not even judge 
myself. I am not aware of anything against myself, 
but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who 
judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgement 
before the time, before the Lord comes, who will 
bring to light the things now hidden in darkness 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then 
each one will receive commendation from God. I 
have applied all this to Apollos and myself for your 
benefit, brothers and sisters, so that you may learn 
through us the meaning of the saying, ‘Nothing 
beyond what is written,’ so that none of you will be 
puffed up in favour of one against another. For who 
sees anything different in you? What do you have 
that you did not receive? And if you received it, why 
do you boast as if it were not a gift? This is the 
Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL    John 15.9–17 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to John. Glory to you, O Lord.   
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As the Father has loved 
me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. I have said these things to 
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be complete. This is my commandment, that 
you love one another as I have loved you. No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. I do not call you servants any 
longer, because the servant does not know what 
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything 
that I have heard from my Father. You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 
name. I am giving you these commands so that you 
may love one another.’ This is the Gospel of the 
Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord God, the source of truth and love, Keep us 
faithful to the apostle’s teaching and fellowship 
united in prayer and the breaking of bread, and one 
in joy and simplicity of heart, in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  


