
St Mary’s Church, Thorpe 
 

THE EASTER VIGIL LITURGY 
 

For those attending in person, please maintain social distancing of 2 metres 
apart at all times and don’t change chairs. On entry into church, please 
stick the post-it note onto the top of the chair where you are sitting. This will 
help with cleaning later. In place of the usual collection please leave your 
donation in the basket provided as you leave. Those online, please use the 
‘donate’ button. In church please don’t sing. At home do!    

The liturgy of the Easter Vigil is the most important of the whole 
Christian year. In accordance with ancient tradition, this night is one 
of Vigil for the Lord. The Vigil has 4 parts (1&2 are outside this year): 
 

1. The Service of Light - the ceremonies of the new fire and the 
(Paschal) Easter Candle 

2. The Liturgy of the Word - by candlelight, in the presence of the 
Christ through whom all creation came into being;  

3. The Liturgy of Baptism when we renew our baptismal promises; 
4. The Liturgy of the Sacrament when we meet the risen Christ in 

the paschal meal, the breaking of the bread and wine outpoured. 
 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT  We start outside – wrap up warm! 
 

Introduction 

 Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, on this most holy night, 
 when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, 
 the Church invites her children throughout the world 
 to come together in vigil and prayer. 
 This is the Passover of the Lord. 
 We remember his death and resurrection 
 by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries, 
 confident that we shall share his victory over death 
 and live with him for ever in God. 
 

The new fire is kindled.  
 Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the 
 brightness of your one true light: set us aflame with the fire of 
 your love, and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    
 

The Easter Candle is marked with the sign of the cross, the alpha and 
omega, and the numerals of the year.  
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 Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, 
 Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him, 
 and all ages; to him be glory and power, 
 through every age and for ever. 
All  Amen.   
 

Five brass studs filled with incense are then inserted into the paschal 
candle in the form of the cross marking the holy wounds of the Lord.  
 

 By his holy and glorious wounds 
 may Christ our Lord guard and keep us. 
All  Amen. 
 

The new fire is used to light the charcoal for burning incense during the  
Service. Then the Easter Candle is lit from the new fire.  
 

 May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
 banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 
All  Amen. 
 

The Easter Candle is carried into (beside) the Rutherwyke Room. We stop 
three times and sing:   

 The light of Christ. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Exsultet  An Easter Song of Praise may be sung. 
  The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

  Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord.  
 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise 
 

  It is indeed right……………    
  ...for ever and ever.  
All Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

 As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s 
 saving deeds in history, recalling how he saved his people in 
 ages past and in the fullness of time sent his Son to be our  
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 Redeemer; and let us pray that through this Easter  
 celebration God may bring to perfection in each of   
 us the saving work he has begun.       
 

Each reading is introduced with its sentence.  
At the end of the reading: 

  This is the word of the Lord.  
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading 1  Genesis 1.1 – 2.4a 
God saw everything that he had made and it was good. 

Collect 
 Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth 
 and made us in your own image: teach us to discern your 
 hand in all your works and your likeness in all your children; 
 through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
All  Amen. 
 

Reading 2  Exodus 14.10–31; 15.20–21 
Tell the sons of Israel to march on, to walk through the seas to the dry ground. 

Collect 
 Lord God our redeemer, who heard the cry of your people 
 and sent your servant Moses to lead them out of slavery: 
 free us from the tyranny of sin and death and, by the leading 
 of your Spirit, bring us to our promised land; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All  Amen.   
 

Reading 3   Ezekiel 36: 24-28 
I shall pour clean water over you and I shall give you a new heart. 

Collect 
 Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit you give to 
 your faithful people new life in the water of baptism.  
 Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit,  
 that we who are born again may serve you in faith and love,   
 and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
 who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
 now and for ever. 
All  Amen.  
    We now move into Church for the Gloria! 

3 



Gloria in Excelsis   Thorne – Mass of St Thomas   
 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 
 

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 
God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  
You are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
receive our prayer. 
 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 
 

For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 
 

The Collect   
  Let us pray.  
  Grant, Lord, that we who are baptised into the death 
  of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ may continually put to  
  death our evil desires and be buried with him; 
  and that through the grave and gate of death 
  we may pass to our joyful resurrection; through his merits, 
  who died and was buried and rose again for us, 
  your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.   
All Amen.     Please SIT. 
 

New Testament Reading   Romans 6.3–11 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried  
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from  
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness 
of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will  
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certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that 
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever 
has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe  
that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to 
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God.   Please STAND. 
 

An Alleluia heralds the Gospel Reading: 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Gospel Reading 
  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 
All Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

At the end the reader says: 
  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Easter Vigil Night Sermon       Please SIT. 
 

THE LITURGY OF BAPTISM & RENEWAL 
As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, 
we remember that through the paschal mystery we have died and been 
buried with Jesus in baptism. 
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  Dear friends in Christ, let us ask God, the Father Almighty,  
  to bless the waters of this font, that those reborn in it  
  may be made one with his adopted children in Christ. 
 

Blessing of the Water 
  Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
All  who keeps his promise for ever. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

 Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ was baptized in the 
 river Jordan, we thank you for the gift of water to cleanse us 
 and revive us. We thank you that through the waters of the 
 Red Sea you led your people out of slavery to freedom in the  
 Promised Land. We thank you that through the deep waters of 
 death you brought your Son and raised him to life in triumph. 
 

 Bless this water, that your servants who are washed in it 
 may be made one with Christ in his death and in his  
 resurrection, to be cleansed and delivered from all sin. 
 Send your Holy Spirit upon them, bring them to new birth  
 in the household of faith and raise them with Christ  
 to full and eternal life.  The paschal candle is then lowered  
     into the water three times. 
 

  We ask you, Father, with your Son to send the Holy Spirit  
  upon the waters of this font.  
 

  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
All Amen. 
   

  In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous  
  light. To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life 
  with him. Therefore I ask: 
 

 Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
All  I reject them. 
   Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
All  I renounce them. 
   Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and 

 neighbour? 
All  I repent of them.      6 



   Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
All  I turn to Christ. 
   Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
All  I submit to Christ. 
   Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
All  I come to Christ.  
   May God who has given you the desire to follow Christ   
   give you strength to continue in the way.  
All  Amen. 
 

   Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 
All We believe in God the Father, from whom  

every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts  
through faith, and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us  
with power from on high. We believe in one God;  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
The Peace 

 The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples  
 and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
 Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 

All   and also with you. Alleluia! 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

You may like to exchange a ‘verbal’ sign of peace with the words:  
The Lord is risen, He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 

Offertory Hymn 
 

Christ the Lord is risen again; Christ hath broken every chain; 
Hark! Angelic voices cry, singing evermore on high, Alleluia! 

 

He, who gave for us His life, who for us endured the strife, 
is our Paschal Lamb today; we, too, sing for joy, and say Alleluia! 

 

He, who bore all pain and loss, comfortless upon the cross, 
lives in glory now on high, pleads for us, and hears our cry; Alleluia! 
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He who slumbered in the grave, is exalted now to save; 
now through Christendom it rings;  

that the Lamb is King of kings. Alleluia! 
 

He whose path no records tell, who descended into hell; 
who the strong man armed hath bound,  

now in highest heaven is crowned. Alleluia!  
 

Now He bids us tell abroad, how the lost may be restored, 
how the penitent forgiven, how we, too, may enter heav’n. Alleluia! 

 

Thou our Paschal Lamb indeed, Christ, thy ransomed people feed:  
take our sins and guilt away; let us sing by night and day! Alleluia! 

 
 

Offertory Prayer 
  Lord of life, with unbounded joy we offer you our sacrifice  
  of praise. As we are fed with the bread of heaven may we  
  know your resurrection power; through Christ our risen Lord. 
All Amen.  
 

The Eucharistic Prayer    (Prayer B) 
   The Lord be with you   Lift up your hearts. 
All  and also with you.  All We lift them to the Lord. 
 

   

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

The priest continues with the prayer until: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth and full of your glory.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
 

The priest continues to pray the words of the Eucharistic prayer, 
recalling the words of Jesus at the Last Supper. 
 

   Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
All  Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life: 
   Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 

The priest continues with the Eucharistic prayer until we all say: 
Amen.           8 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 With Jesus the Bread of Life among us,  
 let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
  thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation 
 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The priest breaks the consecrated bread. 

  Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
All    we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   
 

The Agnus Dei           
 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us.  
 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
 grant us peace. 
 

Giving of Communion   
   
 

  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

If you are watching from home, you may like to pray this 
prayer of Alphonsus Liguori – “A Spiritual Communion”: 

 My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
 Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things  
 and I desire to possess you within me.  
 Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally,  
 come at least spiritually into my heart, as I embrace You 
 as being already there and unite myself wholly to You;  
 permit not that I should ever be separated from You. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 
Communion will be administered by the priest stood beside the Font   
(in front of the Benedict Chapel).  
  

Keeping your mask on, please go to the communion station using 
hand gel before you receive being careful to maintain social 
distancing of 2 meters from other individuals / households.   
  

The consecrated bread, dipped in wine, will be placed into your hand.   
 

Please follow all instructions from the wardens on duty.  
 

Communion Hymn  
 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! His the scepter, His the throne. 
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood. 
Jesus out of every nation has redeemed us by His blood. 

 

Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now. 
Alleluia! He is near us, faith believes, nor questions how. 

Though the cloud from sight received Him when the forty days were o’er, 
shall our hearts forget His promise, “I am with you evermore?” 

 

Alleluia! Bread of angels, Thou on earth our food, our stay. 
Alleluia! Here the sinful flee to Thee from day to day: 

Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, plead for me, 
where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 

 

Alleluia! King eternal, Thee the Lord of lords we own. 
Alleluia! Born of Mary, Earth Thy footstool, Heav’n Thy throne. 

Thou within the veil hast entered, robed in flesh our great High Priest; 
Thou on earth both priest and victim in the Eucharistic feast. 

 

The Post Communion Prayer 
   

  Let us pray.   Silence is kept. 
 

 God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten
 Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection 
 have delivered us from the power of our enemy: grant us so to 
 die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy 
 of his risen life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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The Easter Blessing  If able, please STAND. 
 

 Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All  He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

 The God of peace, who brought again from the dead  
 our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep,  
 through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect  
 in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is 
 well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 be among you and remain with you always. 
All  Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
  With the risen life of Christ within you, 
 go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Hymn  
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 

endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
 

Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son; 
endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won. 

 

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.  

 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love: 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.  

 

.  
 

Common Worship © Archbishop’s Council 2000, Times & Seasons 2006. 
Licences held by Thorpe Parochial Church Council: CCLI:1427605, PRS:1568753, 

PPL:1851738, MRL:1427612, SL:38399, CVL: 121132. Readings NRSV. 
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A very blessed and happy Easter 2021 to you and yours 
From everyone at St Mary’s Church, Thorpe. 

 
 
 
 

  
 

www.stmaryschurchthorpe.co.uk 
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