
Emmaus at Thorpe 2020  Week 8 

THINKING ABOUT THE CHURCH 

You need the Church & the Church needs you! 
You cannot be a Christian on your own. To be a Christian means to have a special 
relationship with God and with other people. That relationship must be living and growing. 
So you need to be part of the Church if you are to grow as a Christian.  
 
‘All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, 
as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their 
food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.’ 
(Acts 2.44-47) 
 
Pictures of the Church 
The early Church had no church buildings.  
The Church for them was a collection of people,  
not a place of worship. You did not just ‘go’ to  
church, rather you belonged to the Church and you were the Church, meeting in people’s 
homes and sharing worship and breaking the bread as we still do. The early Christians 
developed different images to describe this new community in relationship.  
 
The Church in relationship with God 
The Greek word for Church is Ecclesia (Greek: ἐκκλησία ekklēsia) which means ‘those 
who are called out’. Therefore, the Church consists of people who are called out by God 
into a new community, His new Kingdom on earth, as it is in heaven. The Bible uses the 
picture of the Church as the Bride of Christ, to emphasize God’s great love for the Church. 
 
The Church in relation to herself 
Christians are called to love one another – this is a direct command of Jesus to his 
disciples at the Last Supper, the night before he was crucified. ‘Jesus said, “This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”’ (John 15.12). 
 
Together we form the body of Christ, joined to one another like parts of a body and 
working together with our different gifts for the common good. The word ‘member’ 
originally meant ‘limb’. For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit 
we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.  
(1 Corinthians 12. 12-14)  
 
The Church in relation to the world 
Christians are called together to be a light to the world. In the power of  
the Spirit we are sent out to witness to God’s love in our actions and our  
words: not to withdraw by ourselves but, like salt, to be mixed in with the  
whole of human society. ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a  
hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel  
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.’  

(Matthew 5.14-15).  
The Church in relation to time 
Christians live in this world now as pilgrims travelling home. This journey of life that we are 
all on is beset with danger and difficulty. We need God’s grace and we need each other – 
the Church! One day we will reach our heavenly home and God’s love will renew the earth. 
 



‘Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires of the flesh that wage 
war against the soul.’ (1 Peter 2.11). 
 
In the Creed we say we believe in the ‘One, holy, catholic and apostolic Church’. The word 
‘catholic’ means ‘universal’. The word ‘apostolic’ refers to a Church built on the foundations 
of the apostles of Jesus and ‘sent’ by God with a message of love to the world. 
 
Belonging to the Church 
There are four different ways in which we belong to the Church.  
Each one of them is important. 

1. The Universal Church – world-wide 
The whole company of Christian believers all around the world and all through time. 
We are part of that great fellowship of Christians. We are being watched, prayed for 
and cheered on by a great cloud of witnesses who have gone before us: ‘Since we 
are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely and let us run with perseverance the race that is 
set before us’ (Hebrews 12.1). We have brothers and sisters in Christ all over the 
world today and we are one body. This is what Paul says: ‘We, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.’ (Romans 
12.5) 

2. The Denomination – Anglican Communion / Church of England 
We are also members of a denomination. Within the universal Church we are 
Anglicans or Methodists, Baptists, Roman Catholics, Pentecostals, Free and 
Reformed Churches or part of another church known as a denomination. Most 
denominations believe the same fundamentals of faith but differ in the interpretation 
of some things. The denomination gives the Christian a wider sense of belonging, it 
lays the ground rules of belief and practice, worship, ministry and authority, but it is 
not enough on its own. The Church of England covers every square metre of 
England, divided up into Diocese and parishes. We are part of the Diocese of 
Guildford. A group of parishes in a set area is known as a Deanery, in our case 
Runnymede.   

3. The Congregation of the local Church – St Mary’s Church, Thorpe 
We need to be committed members of a local church, which is our spiritual root 
from which we can grow deeper in faith. Our church community is our Christian 
family. It is where we worship every week and as often as we can. It is where we 
learn, where we care, where we move on in ministry, where we give our support 
financially. Belonging means being there on Sundays (or an alternative weekly 
service when we can’t make Sunday worship), giving generously and receiving. 
St Mary’s Church is the gathering of Christians in Thorpe and from further afield and 
is known as the ‘Parish Church’ because it sits at the heart of an area designated 
as Thorpe ecclesiastical parish. This is an area recognised in law as being under 
the pastoral care of the Church and an Incumbent – our Vicar. 

4. The Small Group 
Some church congregations can be very large and relationships feel superficial. 
The quality of Christian life described in Acts 2 can often best be realized in a small 
group. There are different ways to do this in different churches. The important thing 
is to have a place where people can carry on growing, sharing and giving in a 
personal way.  

 
The Anglican Communion 

Anglican Church (Ecclesia Anglicana) means "English Church.” The communion was 
in a large part born out of the British Empire. The Anglican communion consists of: 
❖ 80 million worshippers / people worldwide 
❖ It is the third largest Church / denomination in the world 
❖ A communion of national and geographical autonomous churches. 


