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St Mary’s Vicarage, 
Church Approach, 
Thorpe Village, 
Egham, Surrey,  
TW20 8TQ. 
01932 565986 
 

 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH UPDATE 
Monday 4th May 2020 

 

Dear  
 

I do hope this communication finds you well and safe. Once again, I am writing to all those who are 
members of our church family, but not in contact with us digitally, to update you on life at St Mary’s 
Church. Locally we have not seen the feared increase in the number of people falling sick with 
COVID-19, but to prevent a second peak, we must do all we can to maintain our resolve and keep 
social distancing for some time to come. Please stay at home and stay safe. As you know, clergy 
are not permitted to visit people with communion in their homes at this time, which is a great 
sadness to me, but I agree that we must keep everyone safe. Likewise, the Bishops of the Church 
of England still insist clergy film services from their own homes, as we are not permitted to use 
church buildings. So, we continue to provide worship every day on our Facebook page and we now 
upload those services afterwards to our church website. If there was another way that we could get 
a service to you we would, but in the meantime, I hope to bring you up to date with life at St Mary’s.  
 

Daily Hope: A new freephone number for you to call, a simple way to bring  
worship and prayer into your home. Over 6000 people called this number  
in the first 48 hours. Try it today – there is someone to pray with you.   
 

Service Sheets: Enclosed are copies of all the major festival reading sheets so,  
you can join in at home in your own time. These include Easter 3, Mark Evangelist,  
Easter 4, Philip & James Apostles & Ascension Day (& lots of Sermons for bedtime reading!) 
 

Wordsearch & Quiz: Each week we produce a ‘Family Pack’ online with all sorts of activities 
including colouring sheets for children. However, people of all ages have appreciated some of these 
activities and so it was suggested I should share some of these with you, which I hope you will 
enjoy. Also enclosed is a copy of our Church Quiz – I will circulate the answers next time! 
 

News: 
The Churchwardens and I have been working behind the scenes to get the Rutherwyke Room, 
Office and Kitchen up to standard in every respect so that, as soon as we are able, vital local 
services like counselling can be run from our facilities, to support Thorpe community and beyond.  
 

Finance: Our sense of family and community is undiminished by the challenge of our times, and our 
worship of the Lord of life and our beautiful tradition continues. However, due to reduced income not 
least cash collections and no rental income, we are running a monthly deficit of £2k. Thank you to 
those who have sent in their green envelopes with cheques and maintained their regular giving in 
whatever way. With your help we hope to be in the best possible position to recover our church life 
once things return to a new normal, so thank you for your ongoing financial support.  
 

I long for the day when we can all be reunited around the altar at St Mary’s with our Church open 
again and I am so proud of the many volunteers from our own church along with key workers who 
have stepped up to the plate to work on our behalf. I know you join me in prayer for them all. 
 

Please keep safe and do keep in touch. Thank you for your phone calls and letters and love and 
prayers to you and yours, 
 
 
 
 

Father Damian Miles 
Vicar of Thorpe 

St Mary’s Church, Thorpe 
Church Approach, Egham, Surrey, TW20 8TQ 
Charity: 1176929. Vicar: The Revd. Damian Stewart Miles, BTh 

www.stmaryschurchthorpe.co.uk 
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You just have to laugh 
You may well have read these before, but they are so amusing I could not resist sending them out. 
Thankfully, we do not make these bloopers in our newsletter… honestly… Enjoy! 
 
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.  
--------------------------  
The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.' The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'  
--------------------------  
Ladies do not forget the rummage sale. It is a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping 
around the house. Bring your husbands.  
--------------------------  
Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community. Smile at someone who is hard to 
love. Say 'Hell' to someone who does not care much about you.  
--------------------------  
Do not let worry kill you off - let the Church help.  
--------------------------  
Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving obvious pleasure to the 
congregation...  
--------------------------  
For those of you who have children and do not know it, we have a nursery downstairs.  
--------------------------  
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help they can get.  
--------------------------  
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship 
that began in their school days.  
--------------------------  
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. Music will follow.  
--------------------------  
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our 
choir practice  
--------------------------  
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members and to the 
deterioration of some older ones.  
--------------------------  
Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles, and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to 
cripple children.  
--------------------------  
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you want remembered. 
--------------------------  
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment, and gracious hostility.  
--------------------------  
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow.  
--------------------------  
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the basement on 
Friday afternoon.  
--------------------------  
This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the Church. Bring a 
blanket and come prepared to sin.  
--------------------------  
Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 AM. All ladies are invited to lunch in the 
Fellowship Hall after the B. S. is done.  
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The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend him their electric girdles 
for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.  
--------------------------  
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.  
-------------------------  
The eighth graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7 
PM. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.  
--------------------------  
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. Please use large double door 
at the side entrance.  
--------------------------  
The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new campaign slogan last Sunday: 
"I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours" 
 
EMMAUS ROAD WORDSEARCH 
 

Can you find:  
APPROACHED, ASKED 
BREAD, BROKE 
BURNING, CHRIST 
COMPANIONS 
DISCUSSED 
DISCUSSING 
DOWNCAST, ELEVEN 
EMMAUS, ENTER 
EVENING, EVERYTHING 
EXPLAINED, FROM 
GLORY, HAPPENED 
HEARTS, JESUS 
KEPT, MILES, MOSES 
OPENED, POWERFUL 
PROHETS, REDEEM 
RETURNED, RISEN 
SCRIPTURES, STAY 
SUFFER, TALKED 
THANKS, THEIR 
TRUE, VILLAGE 
VISITOR & WALKED 
 
 
 
 

From the Vicarage Cat: I heard this story and thought it was Purrrfect… A man leaves the Red Lion and is stumbling along 
Chertsey Lane (having had too much to drink), and he comes upon a preacher baptising people in the river. He walks into the 
water and bumps into the preacher who turns around and is almost overcome by the smell of alcohol, whereupon he asks the 
man, 'Are you ready to find Jesus?' The man shouts, 'Yes, oi am.' The preacher grabs him and dunks him in the water. He pulls 
him up and asks the man, 'Brother, have you found Jesus?' The man replies, 'No, oi haven't found Jesus.' The preacher shocked 
at the answer, dunks him into the water again for a little longer. He again pulls him out of the water and asks the man again, 
'Have you found Jesus me brother?' The man, again answers, 'No, oi I haven't found Jesus.' By this time the preacher is at his 
wits end and dunks the drunk in the water again, but this time holds him down for about 30 seconds and when he begins 
kicking his arms and legs he pulls the man up. The preacher again asks the man, 'For the love of God have you found Jesus?'  
The man wipes his eyes and catches his breath and says to the preacher, 'Are you sure this is where Jesus fell in?'   
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RESURRECTION JOY WORDSEARCH 
 

Can you find: 
FORGIVENESS, FRIENDSHIP, HOPE, JOY, 
LIFE, LOVE, PEACE & POWER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD WORDSEARCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Vicarage Cat: LOT 'S WIFE  
The Sunday School teacher was describing how Lot's wife looked back and turned into a pillar of salt, when little peter 
interrupted, 'My Mummy looked back once while she was driving,' he announced triumphantly, 'and she turned into a 
telephone pole!' 
GOOD SAMARITAN  
A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story of the Good Samaritan. She asked the class, 'If you saw a person 
lying on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?' A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, 'I 
think I'd throw up.' 
HIGHER POWER  
A Sunday school teacher said to her children, 'We have been learning how powerful kings and queens were in Bible 
times. But there is a Higher Power. Can anybody tell me what it is?' One child blurted out, 'Aces Miss!' 
UNANSWERED PRAYER  
The vicar's young daughter noticed that her father always paused and bowed his head to pray before starting his sermon. 
One day, she asked him why. 'Well' he began, proud that his daughter was so observant. 'I'm asking the Lord to help me 
preach a good sermon.' She paused for thought and replied, 'How come He doesn't answer it then?' 

 
 
  

 

 


