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18 January 2021 
 
Dear friends in faith, 
 
Happy New Year to you and yours, for I do hope this greeting finds you well at this time, as we 
once again find ourselves in the depths of another national Covid-19 lockdown. Christmas at 
St Mary’s was like never before, with very limited numbers allowed inside and much of our 
efforts spent providing online resources along with our outdoor carols, lights, and nativity. With 
a lot of hard work by many I am thankful for so much that has been achieved, that is good and 
the light we have shone into the darkness of this present age. I recognise the immense 
sacrifices of so many and the loss of people to the virus also, including some of our own 
church family: Pat Harnden, Rita Johns, Joan Rollason and Sam Thornton among them – 
many they all rest in peace. We continue to pray that we are past the latest peak of Covid-19 
cases and even more so past the worst this dreadful virus can do as we hope vaccines will 
deliver the freedoms, we all so crave. As I reflect upon this past year, I give thanks for the 
generosity of many, including gifts of time, love and support for neighbours and this community 
of Thorpe, Runnymede - local and gathered. I am thankful for gifts of money which are helping 
to keep St Mary's going at a time when direct donations are our only regular income – with the 
halls closed to lettings and most fundraising activities impossible. So, for many more reasons, I 
begin this update with a heart-felt thank you.  
 
As you can see, we have made some temporary changes to  
the seating arrangements inside our Church, to provide 30 
chairs set 2 metres apart to help those attending worship  
to remain socially distanced at all times. Until Easter we are  
offering a new pattern of services with worship streamed  
via our Facebook page online every day at 10am. On a  
Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday we offer a Eucharist,  
again at 10am. At the time of writing, we are still open to a  
congregation, although we are encouraging all those with  
internet access to view services online, whenever possible.  
 
Keeping everyone as safe as possible must continue to be our priority and so we are asking 
people not to come to church if they feel unwell in any way at all, for the safest place for 
everyone to be right now is at home. Once this lockdown is over, we will be reconnecting with 
those who would usually receive communion in their own homes to re-start that important 
ministry, but in the meantime, we hope this pack with sermons, newsletters and a few 
games/puzzles will help this time to pass. We keep you very much in our prayers and miss you 
ever so much and pray we will all soon be reunited safely around the one altar where Jesus 
meets us, present in the broken bread of our salvation.  
 
If you have an urgent pastoral need, or would like a chat, do call the Vicarage on 01932 
565986. In the meantime, God bless and stay safe, 
 
 
 
 
Father Damian Harrison-Miles – your Vicar.  
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