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Does God exist? 

Belief in God…     ? 

What evidence 
is there in the 

world around us 
for the existence 

of God?

Do we need God…   ? 



Christians believe we can see God in the natural world



❖The universe had a beginning.

❖The universe has order and beauty. 

❖The universe shows evidence of design.          

All the evidence of our senses point us to more 
than just coincidence. There is order and 
structure in the world around us. The detail is 
beyond our comprehension. 

❖The bible tells us that God is the creator.

Who began it?

Who arranged it?

Who is the designer?

What do you think?



Christians believe that God made the universe. 

1 O Lord, our Sovereign, how glorious is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens.
2 Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark 
because of your foes, to silence the enemy and the avenger.
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and 
the stars that you have established;
4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you 
care for them?
5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them 
with glory and honour.
6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; you have 
put all things under their feet,
7 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,
8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the 
paths of the seas.
9 O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!   

Psalm 8 NRSV
What do you think? 



The story of the lost son is about our inner journey. 
❖ Running away?
❖ Living far away, having a good time?
❖ Sensing your need of your heavenly Father?
❖ Turning round to come back?
❖ On your way home?
❖ In the arms of your Father / spiritual parent?
❖ Like the elder brother – you’ve been a Christian so 

long you take it all for granted?
❖ Learning to take your place in the family?
❖ None of these or several of them?

The Prodigal Son: Luke 15: 11-32



The Prodigal Son: Luke 15: 11-32

God always longs to welcome us home!

Where are you on your own journey? 

As you reflect upon this 
bible reading, how easy or 
difficult do you find it to 
think of God as Father?



Seeing God in yourself…

❖ Everyone has a sense of right and wrong – a 
conscience. This is true the whole world over. 

❖Most people have a need for relationship. A 
need for companionship. 

❖All people long to experience love. It can be 
the most powerful force in our lives. 

Who put it there?

What is our need for relationship all about? 

Where does love come from?



Our need for God is often well hidden –
but the need for God is there in everyone.

O Lord, you have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless 

until they rest in you.

GOD dwelling in our very lives…

For what is faith unless it is to 
believe what you do not see?

St Augustine

God loves each of us as if there 
were only one of us.



There is space in your heart

We can find that inner space in our 
own hearts by asking these questions:
❖Do I have a sense of purpose?
❖Do I have a sense of inner peace in 

my life?
❖Do I have a longing to be loved?

God promises to give to each one who comes home a 
new sense of purpose, of peace and of love.

If you recognise God is a part of your life, how should you respond? 

Are you willing to make room for God’s dwelling place within your life?



Where do you find peace among the chaos?

All through history people have 
longed for stability, security, 
peace, freedom and justice. 
Something deep within us cries 
out to God for salvation not 
simply for ourselves but 
for the whole world.

Many people have commented that 
St Mary’s Church is a place of peace



God loves us and longs to be in relationship with us

Christians believe that:
❖God made the world
❖God made human beings in his image
❖God made us to know love
❖God made us to know him – the creator
❖God gave us freedom
❖God longs to bring us home  

God is love, and those who abide in love 
abide in God, and God abides in them. 

1 John 4: 16  NRSV

Knowing God is 
our choice!

Allowing God to 
journey with us is 

our choice!



God of Love,

We thank you for the gift of creation and your 

presence with us in the world around us. 

We long to know you more, that we may walk 

with you and you with us,

discerning your presence with us, 

meeting you in the broken bread.

Grant that as we journey together, 

we may grow in our knowledge of you 

and your love for us. This we ask in your Holy 

and wonderful name, world without end, Amen.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 

love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, now and evermore. Amen.


