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13 March 2021 

 
Dear friends in faith, 
 
“Thus, says the Lord: Stand at the crossroads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where 
the good way lies; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls.” (Jeremiah 6:16 NRSV) 
 
Spring is with us and beautiful St Mary’s looks glorious with daffodils and flowers. Spring is a 
season of new life, with Easter at the start of April the ultimate example of death being 
overcome with life. Yet we are still living through pandemic, and for many we are not yet ready 
to move forward, indeed we must grapple with all we have been through this past year; 
experiences of trauma, loss of employment, bereavement, loneliness, long-Covid, delayed 
treatment for many conditions and diseases, and so much more – impacts upon our personal 
well-being, our mental, physical, and spiritual health.  
 
It feels to me that we are standing at a crossroads, with a road map (provided by the 
Government!) for a return to something normal, and yet, we don’t quite know what that new 
normal will be, or even if we believe that we are there yet. So, as we begin to exit the third 
Covid-19 lockdown, I hope we can work together, as we look back to the past to what has 
worked and sustained us while looking forward with hope to the future, willing to try new things 
too. Since I wrote to you last on 18th January, we have seen the number of Covid infections fall 
dramatically, which is an answer to prayer and of course the stated aim of the lockdown. Our 
Church has remained open for Communal Worship (Eucharist) three times a week on a 
Sunday, Wednesday, and Saturday at 10am as well as Funeral Services. Gradually people 
have started coming back to worship together which is a great joy. With that in mind, we have 
revised our Risk Assessment and re-arranged chairs inside St Mary’s to allow 40 people to be 
safely seated, 2 metres (socially distanced – many in pairs).  
 
With the easing of lockdown on Monday 29th March we will be able to go further. From Easter 
Day Sunday 4th April, our PCC plans return to a normal pattern of Sunday Worship: 8am Said 
Eucharist, 10am Parish Eucharist (Mass), 11:30am Family Service (1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday of 
the month) and 7pm Compline by candlelight. In addition, every Wednesday at 10am we will 
offer a said Eucharist. You are welcome to attend these services in person, but we all 
recognise that it will take time to bring our Church Family back together again, so there will 
need to be a mixed ecology for some time to come, with services still live streamed to 
Facebook (and uploaded to our website for viewing).  
 
Keeping everyone as safe as possible is our number one priority, so we will not be relaxing our 
Covid-secure protocols for some time to come. As we draw back together in Church for 
worship, we are asking people not to come if they feel unwell in any way at all. We hope to be 
able to re-start communion at home for the sick and housebound from 12th April and are 
awaiting further government and Church of England guidance around safe home visiting. I will 
update you further when I know more.  
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As we stand at this crossroads, we need to draw upon the absolute best of what we have been 
as we look forward in humility but with boldness to the future. We will certainly continue to be 
an inclusive community in which all are welcome, and we serve Jesus, and one another as 
disciples in our daily lives. Please pray for Thorpe PCC as we begin this work of careful 
reflection and planning. If you have any ideas or would just like to be a part of that process, 
then do get in touch.  
 
On Tuesday 23rd March, the Church of England is supporting a National Day of Reflection, to 
reflect on collective loss and grief. We will be holding a service of prayer at 2pm in Church 
which you may like to attend – a chance to be still and remember those who we have lost to 
Covid and other conditions and all that we have lived through and offer it all back to God as we 
pray for comfort and hope. Sadly, since I last wrote, we have lost Bryan Lowe to cancer. He 
had been unwell for a few years and his Funeral Service will be held in St Mary’s next week, 
with a Requiem Mass in Church on Thursday 16th at 7:30pm. Please keep Mary Morris and 
Bryan’s family in your prayers.  
 
I have enclosed in this Care Pack some sermons, the newsletter for Mothering Sunday, the 
Eastertide Liturgy Card and a few games and puzzles, along with Thorpe Together Magazine 
Spring edition which contains details of our Holy Week & Easter Day services. If you would like 
to attend worship in person on Palm Sunday 28th March at 10am, Good Friday 2nd April at 
11:30am or Easter Day 4th April at 10am or 11:30am, please can you let me know asap, so I 
can set aside tickets for you, as we need to carefully manage numbers at those services, 
seeking to keep everyone safe. Or you can register online at: 
https://www.stmaryschurchthorpe.co.uk/register-to-attend 
You are very much in my prayers. God willing, we can all be reunited safely around the Altar 
soon, where our Lord Jesus meets us, present in the Sacrament.  
 
If you have an urgent pastoral need, or would like a chat, do call the Vicarage on 01932 
565986. In the meantime, we all stand at the crossroads as we look forward with hope to a 
time beyond this pandemic, but mindful that we are not yet at a new normal. May God who is 
always merciful hear our prayers as we seek to draw our Thorpe Church Family back together 
safely. May Jesus empower us to live out our lives and relationships as faithful disciples. And 
may the Holy Spirit pour comfort and peace into our hearts and the lives of all struggling at this 
time. And may almighty God bless you and keep you, now and always, Amen.  
 
 
In Christ, with prayers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Father Damian Harrison-Miles – your Vicar.  
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